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themselves to the President. Those who were re-
ceived, found him calm, collected, and urbane as
usual; and as notes and messages were placed in
his hands, he received them with coolness, and
quietly read their contents; but never, by his coun-
tenance, his gestures, or his words, could the effect
or import of these communications be inferred.
He addressed all with his< customary affability and
kindness, and conversed freely upon various topics.
The Emperor, it is true, does not possess that volu-
bility for which Frenchmen are remarkable; he thinks
and weighs his words before he speaks, and what he
says is concise and to the point: his manner is quiet
and reticent, like that of a grave and thoughtful
man; but this quietude is amply made up for by
the flattering attention which he gives to the words
of all with whom he speaks: nothing escapes him;
he listens intelligently to all that is said, and his
replies and observations evince a wish not to express
his own opinion, but to learn that of others; and
he never fails to appreciate at their due the value
of the views and opinions brought before him.
Upon these eventful days the Prince maintained
his usual equanimity, and was not more grave and
silent than usual; he never for an instant flinched
from possible danger; he was always prepared to
meet it; indeed, the man who had so boldly ad-
vanced into his enemy's country at Strasbourg and
at Boulogne, was not likely to be daunted or quailed
when so much was already accomplished; and his
followers had seen enough of his conduct in such
emergencies, to be satisfied of his presence of mind
and personal courage.
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